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Firstly I would like to apologise for the time it has taken to 

get this edition of the newsletter to you all. It has been a busy 

year and due to various circumstances we have been delayed 

in completing it. 

 

However, we have still been working hard looking after Hor-

ton Country Park. We have continued with our volunteer 

days, roughly one Sunday a month, and a few of our mem-

bers have been joining the regular mid-week volunteers of 

the Epsom and Ewell Borough Councilôs Countryside Team. 

Over 2007/08 we have clocked up 38 volunteer hours which 

is something to be very proud of. 

 

We are also starting to plan the Autumn Fair which we will 

be holding in conjunction with the Countryside Team on 

Sunday September 27th 2009. Letters are going out to stall 

holders and hopefully it will be a great success as it was back 

in 2005.  

 

Please put the date in your diaries and if you would like to 

join in and help us with the preparation and running of the 

day, please get in touch with Sarah Clift, Senior Countryside 

Officer, on sclift@epsom-ewell.gov.uk or call 01372 741191. 

 

We have really enjoyed working alongside the Countryside 

Team and would like to encourage more of you to come out 

and see how the park is managed. We are also trying to help 

the Countryside Team in its wish to focus on the surveying 

and monitoring of the site.  

 

Volunteering doesnôt have to be physical work all the time! If 

there are any of you who take note of the birds you see or the 

plants around the park and if you have any species records 

we would love to hear from you.  

 

The Countryside Team are collating all their records on to a 

database and work closely with the Surrey Biological Re-

cords Centre. If we can all work together to build up a picture 

or what is around us then we can make sure the park is man-

aged in the most positive way. 

 

Hope you are all well and have enjoyed the park over the last 

year. Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countryside Team Update 

The Countryside Team has been busy over the last year or so. 

We have moved in to the Planning Department of Epsom and 

Ewell Borough Council and have had a slight review of our 

role and priorities. 

 

Our main focus is now on implementing the management 

plans for Horton Country Park, Epsom Common and the 

Hogsmill Local Nature Reserves. 

 

This has meant that the Countryside Team as of October 

2007 has been working with volunteers mid-week as well as 

our monthly weekend working with the Friends. 

 

So far our mid-week and Friends volunteers have been in-

volved in tasks such as woodland management, coppicing, 

management of the vegetation along the water vole stream, 

putting up deer fencing to protect the coppicing, hedge lay-

ing, litter picking, workshop tasks to make signs and main-

tain tools, track side management and working in the infor-

mation centre. The information centre is now fully open as of 

June 2008. 

 

With all this extra time spent on practical work, unfortunately 

we have had to reduce the amount environmental education 

work. However, we still have had our local youth groups 

visiting us with very successful pond dips. Even a Great 

Crested Newt was found! 

 

We are also continuing with our guided walks and advising 

local schools on their school grounds and wildlife areas. 

 

With a view to implementing the management plans and en-

hancing the wildlife value of the site, we are in the process of 

setting up a monitoring system for the main habitats, which 

will inform the management of the site. 

 

We are always looking for extra sources of funding to help 

with the management of the Country Park and have submit-

ted our application for Countryside Stewardship Higher 

Level Scheme. This should help us greatly with the long-term 

management of the site. 

 

If you have any questions about the management of Horton 

Country Park or would like to get involved with the volun-

teers please get in touch. If you would like to join us, either 

mid-week or on our monthly Sundays, please contact the 

Countryside Team on 01372 732000 or sclift@epsom-

ewell.gov.uk. 

 

           Sarah Clift       . 
           EEBC Countryside Team 
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Flora Walk  

We have several members who are keen bird watchers but no 

one who shares their interest in plants with us.  So at meetings 

members of the Friends had expressed an interest in learning 

about the Flora in the Park.   

 

Sarah said she would organise a walk to look at the wild flow-

ers, but it would have to be a sharing of knowledge as she did 

not profess to be an expert.   

 

A date was set and we met at the Rangers Office at 6.30pm. 

carrying our wild flower books.  Fortunately it was a fine, 

warm evening.   

 

We were lucky to have Stewart Cocker to share his knowledge 

with us and to use the walk to monitor the Flora for their re-

cords.   

 

We set off for Little Westcotts meadow which is at the south-

ern end of the Park.  It soon became obvious that we needed 

our books in order to identify the plants accurately, as so many 

of the wild flowers are very similar on first sight.  

 

We had some friendly argument about the common names of 

plants, which are not accurate and have regional variations, so 

I bowed to Stewartôs superior knowledge and grasp of the 

Latin names.  He had also had the forethought to bring along a 

means of recording what we saw. 

 

In Little Westcotts we found the following plants in flower: 

 

 

Some of them were so delicate it was easy to miss them 

among the tall grasses. We then went into Emmetôs Mead 

which is lower lying, and saw: 

Here the grasses were waist height and above, with saplings 

and quite rough ground and I found it quite hard at times to 

keep up with the fitter, more sensibly dressed members of the 

group.  

 

 Next time Iôll remember to wear long trousers and stout 

shoes, I had mistakenly thought that spotting wild flowers 

would be a gentle stroll! 

 

By now it was getting on for 8.30 so we decided to call it a 

day, having covered only a tiny part of the Country Park, just 

2 of the 51 Management Compartments.   

 

I can see what an enormous task it is for the Rangers to 

monitor the wild life in the park and how much they need our 

help and support.  

 

It was a great evening in very pleasant company and I do 

hope we can repeat it, with more members next time! 

 

                                                                  Pat Lowe . 
             Friends of Horton 

Birdsfoot trefoil 

[Lotus corniculatus] 

 
Common Vetch 

[Vicia sativa] 

 
Red / White Clover 

[Trifolium repens / pratense] 

 
Timothy 

[Phleum pratense] 

 
Lesser Stitchwort 

[Stellaria graminea] 

 
Creeping Cinquefoil 

[Potentilla reptans] 

 
Meadow Buttercup 

[Ranunculus acris] 

 
Hogweed 

[Heracleum sphondylium] 

 
Smooth Tare 

[Vicia tetrasperma] 

 
Fleabane and Grass Vetcling 

[Pulicaria dysenterica] 
[Lathyrus nissolia] 

 
Knapweed 

[Centaurea nigra] 

 
Ragwort 

[Senecio jacobaea] 

 
Meadow vetchling  

[Lathyrus pratensis] 


